
Healthy Pantry Initiative Operational Policy 
Because: 

(Name of Partner) is dedicated to reducing hunger throughout (name of county/state) by providing resources to low- and 
moderate-income individuals through food pantry distributions. 
 
Because: 
(Name of Partner) is concerned about addressing the operational implications of services when providing resources during food 
pantry distributions.  The purpose of the food pantry distribution is to provide large quantities of mostly perishable food to low and 
moderate-income individuals.  Items included with a food pantry distribution are meant to be supplemental and may not constitute 
complete meals. All food pantry distribution will be held in a location that is safe, accessible, provides ample space for foot traffic, 
parking, and distribution of large quantities of food. 
 
Because: 
(Name of Partner) agrees to the following: 

1. Attain the ServSafe Food Handler Certification to ensure proper food safety before, during and after food pantry 
distribution/s. 

2. Provide products in quantities that allow attendees to get an equitable share. 
3. Review all items for standard quality for distribution. (Please review pg. 2-3 of document) 
4. Remove trash of distribution items. 
5. Abide by the Respect & Dignity Policy. 
6. Arrange distribution items by MyPlate. (Please review pg. 4 of document) 

 
Therefore: 
Effective ________, 20__ it is the policy of (Name of partner) that all members and guests receive equal and fair treatment by 
following the guided practices and procedures within the outlined HPI Operational Policy. 
 

 
 

Title      Name of Partner 
 
 

 

Signature      Date 
 

  



 

Sell by date – refers to the day that stores must sell a specific food item. This is not an expiration date therefore food can still be 

eaten after a sell by date. 

Best by date – this refers to the date that will give the best peak quality of a food. This includes the best flavor, taste and smell of 

the food. This is not an expiration date therefore food can still be eaten after a best by date. 

Use by date – this refers to the last date recommended for the use of the product while at peak quality. The date has been 

determined by the manufacturer of the product. This is not an expiration date therefore food can still be eaten after a use by date. 

Cans and Codes – this is used as a recall or tracking mechanism. This is not an expiration date but a way for retailers and 

manufacturers to know the how, when, where and whys about the food product. 

 

 
 

General Food Refrigeration or Freezing 

Information 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

When In Doubt Throw It Out



 



 


